
 

RIFFx University Showcase:  Battle of the Bands 

 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE:  Wed, December 12th 

Submit music materials to:  

info@richmondfilmfestival.com 

(Free to participate for all university students) 

 
 

PHASE 1:  OVERVIEW 

 

The Richmond International Film and Music Festival (RIFF) has become one of the 

largest international competitive festivals in the Mid-Atlantic that helps launch careers 

and is a catalyst for building the music and film industries in Virginia.  

 

Similar to the Sundance/SXSW model, RIFF showcases great talent – from emerging 

cutting-edge artists to Oscar and Grammy award winning talent worldwide from more 

than 15 countries.  

 

In keeping with the industry’s hottest trends, RIFF has recently also launched the RIFFx 

Program– part of this new venture is the RIFFx University Showcase: Battle of the 

Bands.  The pilot program was launched earlier this month and is now receiving 

submission materials.  It gives more than 10 universities across the state of Virginia a 

chance to participate in the program and win a chance to perform at the 2019 RIFF in 

April.   It is completely free for students and universities to participate – any band or 

artist can apply and receive consideration as long as at least one member is currently 

registered in their respective university.  

 

mailto:info@richmondfilmfestival.com


The program is an incredible opportunity for University artists and is designed to also 

bring networking and publicity opportunities to the students and to build their national 

and international audience network.   

 

The campaign allows student bands and singers to perform against other artists from 

each university and win a chance at being titled as their University’s RIFF Campus 

Artist of the Year.  From there, a statewide performance battle will occur in late January 

that gives these artists a chance to win the overall title of RIFF’s University Artist of the 

Year for Virginia.  The titles will be publicized through several Virginia media outlets, 

and will bring greater notoriety to the Universities and artists, allowing the title winners 

the opportunity to receive state and nationwide recognition. 

 

PHASE 2:  HOW IT WORKS 

 

RIFF-x has three phases of judging. The first phase is for the artist or band to submit 2-3 

songs to us via the email below, as well as a live or recorded performance video (if 

available) and any photos the artists have.  This phase is now open with a deadline of 

December 5th.   Early submissions are encouraged.  The material submitted from each 

artist will go under review by the RIFF Music Committee and a select group from each 

University will be chosen to then go on to phase two. 

 

Phase TWO is all about mobilizing the artist’s fan base and RIFF helping them grow it 

from there.  This phase of judging will take place via a social medial brawl where RIFF 

will post the Preliminary Finalists’ material from each university and the artists get to 

promote their talents and get their audience further engaged; the more likes, shares, and 

favorites allow the artist or band the chance to move to the Finalist Round in 

conjunction with RIFF’s Committee also weighing in for the other 50 percent of the vote.  

A select number of artists from each University will then be selected to perform in a live 

performance battle to come up with your University title winner.   

 

PHASE 3: This is where RIFF-x goes extreme! The top title winners from each 

university will then perform before another crowd and a combination of the audience 

voters that evening and the RIFF Committee will determine the overall Grand Jury, 

Virginia RIFF University Artist of the Year!  They will get a guaranteed spot to perform 

at the 2019 RIFF and receive special recognition nationally. Other university campus 

title winners may also be considered for the 2019 RIFF. 

 



NEXT STEPS: 

 

Artist and band submissions are now open.  Send the above requirements to us via at 

info@richmondfilmfestival.com.   The deadline for all artists/band submissions is 

December 12th.  

 

For further information on RIFF, visit www.rvafilmfestival.com 

 

mailto:info@richmondfilmfestival.com
http://www.rvafilmfestival.com/

